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The Rainforest Alliance seal promotes collective action for people and nature. It amplifies and reinforces the beneficial impacts of responsible choices, from farms and forests all the way to the supermarket check-out. The seal allows you to recognize and choose products that contribute toward a better future for people and planet. When you see our
little frog seal on a product, you’re probably aware that it signifies something positive. But have you ever wanted to know more about what’s behind the seal—and exactly how choosing a product bearing the Rainforest Alliance Certified seal helps people and nature thrive in harmony? The Rainforest Alliance Certification Program The seal means that
the certified product or ingredient was produced using methods that support the three pillars of sustainability: social, economic, and environmental. Independent, third-party auditors—critical to the integrity of any certification program—evaluate farmers against requirements in all three areas before awarding or renewing certification. Our datainformed certification programs emphasize a commitment to continuous improvement, sustainability training, and clear benefits for farmers. Our standards focus on the following themes: Forests: These ecological powerhouses are critical to the survival of every living thing on Earth. Our training and certification programs promote best practices for
protecting standing forests, preventing the expansion of cropland into forests; fostering the health of trees, soils, and waterways; and protecting native forests.Climate: Standing forests are a powerful natural climate solution. Our certification programs promote responsible land management methods that increase carbon storage while avoiding
deforestation, which fuels greenhouse gas emissions. The climate-smart practices embedded in our agricultural training and certification programs help farmers to build resilience to droughts, flooding, and erosion.Human Rights: Certification advances the rights of rural people. Although no certification program can provide a guarantee against
human rights abuses, our standard and assurance systems provide robust strategies for assessing and addressing child labor, forced labor, poor working conditions, low wages, gender inequality, and the violation of Indigenous land rights. Independent studies demonstrate that workers on certified farms are more likely to have better working
conditions, personal protective gear, and labor protections.Livelihoods: Our approach is based on the understanding that ecosystem health and the economic stability of rural communities are mutually dependent. Improving sustainable livelihood opportunities for smallholder farmers and forest communities is the most effective way to lift rural people
out of poverty, and certification has proven to bring measurable financial benefits to farmers and forest communities around the world. Why the frog? Frogs are what scientists call bioindicators—meaning that a healthy population of frogs indicates a healthy environment (the reverse is also true). The Rainforest Alliance chose the red-eyed tree frog as
its mascot more than thirty years ago, as this bright-eyed amphibian is commonly found in the neotropics, where our founders first started working to protect tropical rainforests. Since then, our frog seal has become an international symbol of sustainability. Which sustainability standards does our frog represent? How much of a product bearing the
frog seal is certified? What is mass balance? Learn more about the percentage of certified ingredients required in various seal-bearing products, and about “mass balance“—and most importantly, about how this system helps companies, farmers, and consumers advance on their journeys to sustainability. Create a world where people and the planet
prosper together.DONATE TODAY The Rainforest Alliance Sustainable Agriculture Standard Farm Requirements is designed to support certificate holders to maximise the positive social, environmental and economic impact of agriculture, while offering farmers an enhanced framework to improve their livelihoods and protect the landscapes where
they live and work. Sustainability shouldn’t stop being a focus after the farm gate, and buyers in certified supply chains must provide increased support to farmers to work more sustainably. With the Rainforest Alliance’s 2020 Certification Program, we’re aiming to foster not only transparency but also responsible business practices by companies
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1.2Valid from Jul 01, 2022DownloadPDF - 1.1 MB - Version 1.2Valid from Jul 01, 2022 SA-G-SD-1 This General Guide aims to assist Certificate Holders with the implementation of the Rainforest Alliance Sustainable Agriculture Standard by providing clarifications to interpret the requirements and the evidence required for compliance. DownloadPDF 2.6 MB - Version 1.1Valid from Jul 01, 2022DownloadPDF - 9.3 MB - Version 1.0Valid from Apr 01, 2021DownloadPDF - 2.8 MB - Version 1.0Valid from Apr 01, 2021DownloadPDF - 2.5 MB - Version 1.1Valid from Jul 01, 2022DownloadPDF - 2.4 MB - Version 1.0Valid from Apr 01, 2021 After years of hard work and collaboration, we are proud to say
that we have now published our new certification program, including the new the Sustainable Agriculture Standard for farmers and companies. Developed with input from more than 1,000 people in nearly 50 countries, representing more than 200 organizations, our new program builds on our combined 45 years of certification experience. It consists
of the Sustainable Agriculture Standard with requirements for farms and supply chains, a new assurance system, and an array of specially developed tools to measure progress towards sustainability objectives. “This ambitious and innovative certification program is part of the Rainforest Alliance’s strategy of collaboration with farmers, companies,
implementing partners, and third-party auditors, as well as other NGOs, governments, and consumers,” said Alex Morgan, chief markets officer at the Rainforest Alliance. “Only together can we restore the balance between people and nature and create a world where we thrive together,” he added. What’s new in the 2020 Certification Program? The
program is made up of three principal components that work closely with each other: Before diving into the new standard, read our introduction, and then check out several key innovations: Shared responsibility: We are shifting to a system where both the value and the risks associated with sustainable production are shared between farmers and
companies.Climate-smart agriculture: Climate-smart agriculture is an approach that combines various sustainable methods to tackle the specific climate challenges of a specific farming community, system, or crop. Human rights: We are introducing a new, risk-based approach called assess-and-address which will incentivize farm owners to tackle
human rights issues rather than hiding them.Deforestation: We are going further to safeguard our remaining forests and other natural ecosystems and increase native biodiversity and vegetation on farms. Our new program not only prohibits deforestation but also the destruction of all natural ecosystems, including wetlands and peatlands—meaning
more land will be protected.Conserving biodiversity: Biodiversity conservation is woven throughout the new standard with several criteria aimed at both preventing negative impacts from farming on biodiversity as well as fostering positive ones. Living wage / Living income: Several new measures, including the introduction of Sustainability
Differentials and Sustainability Investments, work towards a world where farmers can earn a “living income” and workers can earn a “living wage”.Continuous improvement: Sustainability doesn’t end when a certificate is awarded—our new standard will empower farmers to adopt a model of continuous improvement where they will be able to set
targets most beneficial for their unique context. Risk-based requirements and assurance: New in-depth risk assessments of the social and environmental risks to sustainable agricultural will help guide producers and companies on where to focus their improvements for maximum impact. What happens next? From September 2020, we will
begin rolling out the new program around the world through a comprehensive global training program and supporting technology systems. Audits against the 2020 Sustainable Agriculture Standard will begin from July 2021. For a more detailed timeline including information for businesses in the current Rainforest Alliance and UTZ certification
programs, take a look at this page. Ready to learn more? Watch the recording of our business webinar ” Introduction to the Rainforest Alliance 2020 Certification Program” (recorded on July 9, 2020) that will walk you through the features of the new program. If you have any questions, reach out to your regular Rainforest Alliance contact or send an
email to customersuccess@ra.org. Create a world where people and the planet prosper together.DONATE TODAY
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